What is Numeracy?


“…an ‘at-homeness’ with numbers and an ability to cope with the mathematical demands of everyday life… An ability to have some appreciation and understanding of information which is presented in mathematical terms, for instance, graphs, charts or tables or by reference to percentage increase or decrease.”






(Cockcroft Report, 1982)

“Numeracy is a proficiency which involves confidence and competence with numbers and measures. It requires an understanding of the number system, a repertoire of computational skills and an inclination and ability to solve number problems in a variety of contexts. Numeracy also demands practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered by counting and measuring, and is presented in graphs, diagrams, charts and tables”






(National Framework for teaching Mathematics, 1999)

The Sandwell Definition:

Numeracy includes:

· The ability to make sense of more than just number;

· Developing mental strategies as well as pencil and paper methods;

· A confidence and competence in using and applying mathematics, recognising that skills are transferable across different subject areas and in a variety of contexts;

· The ability to use the correct mathematical language.
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