A Whole School Numeracy Policy could include:

· An agreed definition of numeracy

· A statement of shared understanding of the teaching issues

· Developing confidence in pupils

· Positive attitudes from teachers

· A progression in aspects of numeracy

· Common language and notation

· Raising awareness of the importance of mental arithmetic

· Guidance on a range of graphs and their purposes

· A statement of encouragement to practise estimation at all appropriate times

· Calculators

· Preferred models

· Availability to pupils

·  Positive teaching points

· Links with estimation, etc.

· Units of measurement (SI or not?)

To support children develop fluency with number, teachers need to:

· provide a range of appropriate contexts and situations which give meaning to numerical tasks

· create an environment which encourages children to develop and use their own methods of working at numerical tasks

· help children refine and improve their own methods of working at numerical tasks

· create opportunities for children to compare and discuss a range of different methods of numerical calculation

· recognise that this process takes time and will vary from child to child












Children can develop fluency in number by…





Experiencing a range of numbers including fractions, decimals and negative numbers





Learning when and how to use a calculator effectively





Discussing how they calculate mentally





Investigating and exploring as well as practising skills





Using numbers in variety of contexts





Learning to estimate and approximate numbers





Comparing methods of calculating with each other





Developing their own range of methods for calculating








