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Maths is everywhere
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Mathematics is an important subject. Because it is so important, parents can play a significant role in helping children develop mathematical skills.

The most valuable mathematical activities are practical ones that relate closely to everyday life. Most activities that will help your child involve talking. The most useful starting point is to help with the mathematical language your child will come across in school.

Maths is everywhere and you can help your child in a variety of ways.
[image: image3.png]


Playing – with building bricks, plasticine or Lego, make patterns or sort objects into groups according to colour, shape or size.
Reading – using picture books to discuss how many and to talk about the colour, size and shape of objects. Many nursery rhymes include counting. For example, ‘1, 2, 3, 4, 5, Once I caught a fish alive!’
Walking/driving – counting cars, describing the shape of objects, naming colours, looking for numbers on shops, house, signs, etc.

Shopping – counting the number of objects bought, comparing sizes of items, looking at the shapes of packages.
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Try to make activities enjoyable and avoid putting pressure on your child. Your shared interest and the pleasure that comes from working together should be of benefit.

Useful mathematical words

Colour – red, yellow, green, blue, black, pink, orange, white, 



Grey, brown, purple,

Quantity – more, less, fewer, as many as, not as many as,



How many?

Comparisons – big, little, long, short, tall, heavy, light, full, 

empty.
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