Help and Advice.

Is There Any More Advice Available  For  Parents?

Yes! Staff have produced a series of leaflets to help parents and carers working with their children at home. There are leaflets covering early reading and number skills and leaflets about the school's Motor Programme. 

From time to time parent workshops may be arranged for such things as Makaton signing, reading or computers.

If at any time you are unsure about what to do when working with your child at home please contact your child's class teacher or medical staff for advice - they will be happy to discuss things with you.

What Happens If Homework Is Not Done?

[image: image1.wmf]We do understand that sometimes it is just not possible for homework to be completed. Don't worry or get anxious about it. Just a brief  note in the diary will be sufficient to let us know.

If you are concerned that there is too much or too little homework, then please call us to discuss it.  

Friday lunch time there is  a  homework club in school  for the older children.

At Firs School Homework may include a wide range of tasks to help with your child's development. 

We want parents and children to enjoy working and learning together.
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"Accept me as I am so I may

learn what I can become."
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Coopers Lane

Smethwick

West Midlands B67 7DW

Phone (0121) 558 1069
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Working together

HOMEWORK

Homework

This leaflet briefly explains how the school aims to work in partnership with parents to help raise children's achievements through the use of homework.

What is  Homework?

This depends on the age and needs of your child. For some children, it may involve doing some exercises, or practising using  their communication aid or learning to use the toilet. For others, listening to a story or enjoying an activity or game. Some children may need to  do some writing, counting or colouring. As children grow older, they need to practise spellings, tables and learn how to find out information for themselves.

All children need to practise reading and number skills at home - these may include  matching or sorting games, flashcards or a picture book.
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Why Do Parents Need To Help With Homework?

You know your child best, you are after all your child’s first teacher. Homework provides an opportunity for parents to  become more active partners with school staff in meeting children’s needs.

How Much Time Do Parents Need To Give ?

[image: image5.wmf]This depends on your child’s needs and the needs of the whole family. For some children about 20 minutes on certain days is plenty and 10 minutes spent reading is enough for most children.  Some parents are happy to read with their child every night.

On Which  Days Will Homework Be Set?

Staff have drawn up the following timetable as a guide for parents:

Depending on individual needs homework may be set:-

Classes 1 to 3

Once or twice per week on Mondays and/or Fridays.

Classes 4 to 6

Three times per week on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.

When Should Homework Be Done?

This is for you to decide. What will best suit your child and family circumstances? Some children are very tired after a full day in school and a long journey home and may like a break before starting it, others may prefer to do homework shortly after they arrive home. Weekends and holidays may suit some families best of all.

 But My Child Goes To A Club On Mondays.

Good!   We want our children to join local clubs and organisations such as brownies, beavers, cubs and sports clubs. Homework should not get in the way of these important learning and socialising opportunities that all children enjoy - if it does then please let us know.

Involve The Family

[image: image6.wmf]Mums, dads, brothers, sisters, grandparents, all have an important role to play in helping with homework. Homework can become part of family life.

How Will Parents Know What To Do?

For some children, especially younger ones, home-school diaries provide information about tasks to undertake at home. For some older children, there will also be a separate homework diary as well as a reading / number  diary. There is space in all of these for parents to comment about the homework. 
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