[image: image1.png]


FIRS SCHOOL

Mathematics

[image: image2.png]




Shape and Space

Coopers Lane

Smethwick

Warley

SANDWELL

West Midlands

B67 7DW

The most valuable mathematical activities are practical ones that relate closely to every day life. Most activities that will help your child involve talking. The most useful starting point is for you to help with the mathematical language your child will come across in school.

Shapes are everywhere and you can help your child in a variety of ways.
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Shapes can be discussed both inside and outside the home. Look for circles, triangles, rectangles and squares, in the street or at the park. When shopping, compare sizes of items and discuss the shape of the packages. Make pictures with shapes. Talk about the shape picture, then ask your child to colour it in.



Talk about the properties of shape.

Eg. 
How many sides has a triangle?


How many corners has a rectangle?









Similarly, discuss the position of objects. I.e. The cup is on the table; the ball is under the table.

Using toys, play a game, giving each other instructions eg. Put the doll behind the chair, put the car next to the chair.

Whenever possible, make your child aware of left and right when dressing and undressing, for example.

Always try to make activities enjoyable and avoid putting too much pressure on your child. Your shared interest and the pleasure that comes from working together should be of benefit.

Useful shape and space words

Position:  above, behind, next to, in front of, on, in, under, 

down, between, left, right

Shape:
circle, triangle, rectangle, square, side, corner
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