Subtraction Practice

Smallest difference

Ask the pupils for four digits:

3    6    2    9

Now use these to fill the boxes in the subtraction sum to find the smallest possible answer.

3 6    

- 
2    9


What rules can you develop?

Boxes

Ask the pupils for three two-digit numbers to put into the circles:



Work out the difference between each pair of numbers to write in the squares:

Now work out the sum of the squares:


32+14+18=64

What do you notice? How does this relate to your original numbers? 

Can you work out any rules?

Subtraction Practice

Diffy

Choose four numbers:

· 3

17

2

8

Subtract each pair to form the next row and repeat until you have a row of zeros:

· 3

17

2

8

· 14
15

6

5

· 1

9

1

9

· 8

8

8

8

· 0

0

0

0

This is a five row Diffy.

Can you beat it?

How does it work? Try using Fibonacci numbers.

“It always takes 6 steps for numbers in a pattern” (Prove)

· n

n+b

n+2b

n+3b

· b

b

b

3b

· 0

0

2b

2b

· 0

2b

0

2b

· 2b

2b

2b

2b

· 0

0

0

0

What about  ‘n, 2n, 4n, 8n’?  or ‘n, 2n+1, 2(2n+1)+1, etc’?  or consecutive square numbers?

41





27





 9





 9





41





27





14





32





18








