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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY SERVICES

IDEAS FOR PARENTS

(Supporting Mathematics)

Checking lottery numbers

Microwave - timing/counting

Remote control for TV/video – 

timings/numbers/sequencing

Pocket money - coins/values etc

Ordering and sequencing playing 

cards

Card games

Counting the stairs at bedtime

Playing board games

Nursery/counting rhymes

Shapes in the street 

furniture/buildings/signs

Ordering washing on the washing line

Car number plates 

sequences/odd/even

Cooking - weighing/measuring

Planning a journey

Shopping - prices/quantity/

shape/coins/counting,etc

Bathtime - capacity/toys

Fractions in food - fish fingers/cheese 

triangles/½ of cake etc

Phone bills

Football results/tables

Playing darts/dominoes

Using the environment - bus 

numbers/house numbers (odds 

and evens)/supermarket

Playing "cricket" using pub signs/car 

colours/horses and cows

Chronology - using clocks in the 

house

Washing up - ordering/numbers

Laying the table one to one 

Correspondence

TV guide

Pairs of socks

Meal times - estimating 

portions/fractions

Weather maps - numbers/negative 

numbers

"Sets" of items in the house

Sharing sweets

Reading till receipts from shopping

Timing activities in the home

Sorting activities – 

crayons/beads/buttons

Dressing - order/pairs

Using the kitchen - shapes/fractions

Drinks - comparative 

capacity/fractions

Playing battleships

Thermometer

Gardens - planting plants/shapes

Walking - counting steps/estimating 

how many steps to

Travelling in the car - estimating 

distance/time/using tripmeter

Heights of children

Times of getting up/going to 

school/coming home etc

Looking at adverts in 

papers/magazines – 

shape/price etc

Ordinal number - First we ...........  

      - Second we ...........

Left/right - putting place settings

Language - bigger/smaller etc

Maths through play - everyday 

activities, counting socks, 

steps, video, TV channels etc

Packaging - reading weights etc

Sweet sorting, counting smarties 

etc/colour sorting

Sharing - cutting up into ½'s, ¼'s etc.

Planting seeds - measure

Counting how many letters in words

Book pages, comics etc

Garden - measuring (start with foot 

lengths) counting

Water play in sink/bath - appropriate 

language

Bingo

Hopscotch

Counting stairs/steps/paving stones

Singing

Rhymes

Weights of pets (size, shape)

Ordering cans, boxes

Sorting cans, boxes

Button box (colour, shape, quantity)

Times of day - before, after, soon

Calculation of how many days to 

.............

Birthdays ......... prime numbers

Multiples - counting in 5/10/2 (hands, 

feet, fingers)

Multiples of 6,7 (6 pack!!)

Washing self - how many eyes etc.

Finger rhymes

Number stories - 3 bears

Baking

Times on post boxes

Shop opening times

Talking
-
colours

-
shapes

-
sizes

Story books
-
counting

-
colours

Washing - sorting colours

Threading buttons

Washing‑up - capacity (full/empty)

Sand pit - capacity - how many 

buckets

Songs - date/months/birthday

Putting away/tidying up - sorting
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