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An emphasis on practical work is central to mathematics. Using objects and activities, children are helped to understand mathematical ideas. All sorts of things are involved in developing early mathematical concepts upon which further mathematical skills can be developed.

Number is everywhere and you can help your child in a variety of ways.

Counting 

Count objects, i.e. toys, sweets, biscuits. Whenever possible, encourage your child to touch each object as she/he counts. Look for numbers at home, in the streets, at the shops. When dressing, count ‘ one sleeve, two sleeves’. When going upstairs, count the number of steps. When laying the table, count each item. Put things into pairs, i.e. socks, gloves, shoes. Ask your child to help you check the Lottery numbers!

Quantity -


Talk about quantity whenever possible.

How many have you got?

How many have I got?

Who has more?

Who has fewer?

Patterns

When playing with building bricks, plasticine or Lego, make patterns. Make repeating patterns using toys/sweets, or draw a pattern and ask your child to colour it in.

Sorting

Sort objects into groups according to colour, shape or size. Using a variety of items, ask your child to make a set of:
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Red things



  Eg. sweets



Big things







   Eg. Shoes/spoons




Square things




   Eg. Books/bricks

Matching

Toys can provide a valuable source of mathematical activities. With Lego, for example, ask your child to ‘find one that is the same/different’ to yours. Make a pattern with Lego and ask your child to make an identical pattern matching shape and colour.

Remember to make activities enjoyable and avoid putting pressure on your child. Your shared interest and the pleasure that comes from working together should be of benefit.
Useful number words

Quantity 
more, fewer, less, same, different, how many, 



not enough, too many.

Colours
red, yellow, green, blue, brown, black, orange, 

white, grey, pink, purple.
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